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 A Sure Hope–God’s   
          Precious Promises 
                                     by Dr. Edward P. Gray 

 

 

I’m sure all of us have had people promise 

something we really hoped we would receive.  Then as time went on, they 

did not fulfill their promise.  Even as parents it is sometimes hard to fulfill 

promises made to the children. We promise to take them to the movies 

tomorrow.  They hope we do, tomorrow comes, and there is no time left in 

our schedule to go, or the car breaks down. The reason we have such a hard 

time fulfilling those promises is not because we are neglectful, but because 

we are not in control of all the variables.  That is why we are so accustomed 

to a hope that is not sure or certain. 

 

What I would like you to consider is that God has made many promises in the 

Bible.  These promises are directed toward His children; that is, all who 

believe in Jesus Christ.  Can we have hope that we will receive them by 

trusting God to fulfill what He promises to do?  The answer is absolutely 

YES! We can have a sure and certain hope.  Why can we say that with such 

assurance?  The character of God stands behind those promises.   

 

Consider the following: 

1.  God is truthful.  God never breaks a promise.  He will never go back on  

     His word. 

 

2.  God’s nature is unchangeable.  It was the prophet Samuel who wrote,  

     “God does not lie or change His mind; for HE is not a man, that He should  

     change His mind.” 

 

3.  God is in control of all the variables, and therefore what He promises will  

     be fulfilled.  There is one man in the Bible whose life was and is a  

     testimony of one who put his hope in God.  His name was Abraham.  God  

     promised him a child; as the years went by, no child arrived.  He grew old.  

     Did he still have a sure and certain hope that God would be faithful to His 

     promise?    

 

  Continued on Page 2  
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A Sure Hope—God’s Precious Promises (cont’d from pg. 1) 

 

 

Look what the Bible says, “Abraham, without weakening in his faith, faced the fact that his body was as good 

as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah's womb was also dead.  Yet he did not waiver 

through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being 

fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.” 

 

We can rest assured that God will fulfill His promises because He is trustworthy, unchangeable, and in control. 

You can have a sure and certain hope in the things of God.  As an encouragement for you I would like to go 

over some of the wonderful promises of God.  Some are conditional on us doing our part; others depend solely 

on God. 

 

 Eternal Life. "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life.  And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is 

in his Son.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.  I write 

these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal 

life.” John 3:16; 1 John 5:11-13 

 God is always with us. God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  Hebrews 13:5 

 Forgiveness.   “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9 

 Guidance. “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over 

you.” Psalm 32:8 

 Comfort and help. “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 

strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  Isaiah 43:1-2 

 To hear and answer prayer. “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things 

you do not know.”  Jeremiah 33:3 

 Peace.  “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusts in thee.” 

Isaiah 26:3 

 Wisdom. “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, 

and it will be given to him.”  James 1:5 

 Jesus will return. “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you 

also may be where I am.”  John 14:3 

Can you have a sure and certain hope in these?  Without a doubt you can!   

 

Because of the character of God your hope can be like that of Abraham.  He lived each day with the truth that 

everything God promised will come true.  May you be encouraged as you develop that sure and certain hope in 

our God who makes the promises.    
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    Moving Forward 
                 A Note from the Session 

 

On Sunday, February 17, 2013, our congregation members voted 52 to 2 to 

call Dr. Edward P. Gray to be the next pastor at Hanna City Presbyterian.  

After he is examined by Presbytery, Dr. Gray will begin his duties as our new pastor.  During the last six 

months the pulpit search committee diligently worked to find the right man the Lord wants to lead over the next 

several years.   Much time and effort went into reviewing resumes and speaking with men interested in coming 

to Hanna City.  Doors were closed when the committee felt they had a couple of candidates to bring to the 

congregation.   

 

Dr. Gray began filling our pulpit for a series of sermons to provide some continuity while the pulpit committee 

continued their work searching for a candidate.  After just a couple of weeks, the committee and Dr. Gray 

discussed the possibility of him as a candidate.  The congregation was asked to pray fervently, not only for Dr. 

Gray and the church, but more importantly for the Lord’s leading in this important decision.   The Session truly 

believes that the Lord brought Dr. Gray to us at this time for a reason.  As indicated by the vote of the 

membership, the congregation is overwhelmingly behind this decision.   

 

We look forward with confidence and expectation as the Lord guides and equips the body of believers at Hanna 

City Presbyterian Church to Glorify God by making, maturing and mobilizing disciples to proclaim the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ in Hanna City, in our nation, and the world. 

 

The session is also updating contact information from those attending so that we can more timely communicate 

needs and prayer concerns.  We desire to be open and responsive to cares and concerns as we gather together to 

minister in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.    

 

In January we welcomed Scott Nelson onto the Session.  Please continue to pray for us as we tend and nurture 

the flock at Hanna City Presbyterian Church. 

 

 

Trustee’s Report  
  

The trustees welcome John Smith and Bob Friedrich as new trustees for 2013.  Tim Heisel is head trustee for 

the new year, Mike Schmied is secretary, and Bob Howard will purchase kitchen and cleaning supplies when 

requested.  

 

Currently the trustees have no major renovations planned in the near future.  We are waiting for the Envision 

Facility Team’s final proposals (submitted to the congregation for review on March 24
th

) before assessing any 

improvements.  Hence, we will continue to handle minor needs as is necessary.  

 

Many thanks go to Leona Siepel for her efforts every week in the cleaning of our church and the support of the 

congregation for the trustees. 

 

Sincerely, 

Trustees:  Tim Heisel, Bob Howard, Dick Holliday, John Smith, Bob Friedrich, Mike Schmied     
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We’re catching up with Merle and Donna Jene Doubet in this Pew Mouse edition, where we last 

featured them one year ago.  Because of health concerns they have scaled back their faith 

missions, simply trusting God to supply.  They have no set salary—trust God; no housing 

allowance—trust God; no health insurance—trust God; no gas allowance—trust God; no 

retirement benefits—they’re out of this world—Heaven 

 

Since Merle can no longer be active in church building, they have changed their missionary 

focus in Arizona.  Donna Jene says they needed to get out of the boat and mix with the people 

because that's what Jesus did.  So, on Mondays and Thursdays they set up a table in front of Ace 

Hardware and hand out free Bibles, tracts and T-shirts which say, “PRAYER CHANGES 

THINGS.”  Other days they are at Alco and CVS.  This program includes twelve people who go 

out two-by-two and work two-hour shifts handing out the Gospel. 

 

There is a large contingent of Spanish in the area, so they purchase bilingual Bibles as well as 

large print Bibles to hand out freely.  There are stores that would like to have them come, but 

there is a need for more dedicated workers. 

 

Merle is still a consultant for the Baptist Builders who are presently remodeling an Indian 

church.  Many volunteers come to work on these projects—Snowbirds wintering in the south. 

Many of these people are past retirement age, some in their 80's.  They have worked with the 

Papago, Navajo, Apache and Blackfoot tribal people who in turn help on "white man" churches. 

 

Too old to share in spreading God's Word?  I guess not.  Merle will be 82 years old and Donna 

Jene 79.  They say, "God is good, and every time we give out the Word, we rejoice." 

 

Merle and Donna Jene Doubet, 550 Palm Drive, # 19, Wickenburg, AZ  85390 

 

 

 

 Dorcas–Phoebe Circle 
                                           By Sandy Foster 
 

 

These Romans and Galatians verses start each Dorcas/Phoebe Circle meeting 

and guide us in this ministry.   

This year we’ve met, at church, on Tuesday, January 8 and March 12.  To 

accommodate our members who meet for Cottage Prayer, we moved the 

meeting start time to 1:30pm.  We now have nine ladies in our group and 

would love to have anyone who is interested join us.     

 

 Continued on Page 5 

For God so loved the world  

that he gave his one and only Son,  

that whoever believes in him  

shall not perish but have  

eternal life. John 3:16 

Missionary Minute  
By Shirley Wilson             

Romans 16:1-2 
Galatians 16:10 

Romans 16:1-2 
Galatians 16:10 



The Pew Mouse    5 

 

Dorcas-Phoebe Circle (cont’d from pg. 4) 

 

We continue to challenge ourselves to memorize God’s word.  II Corinthians 3:17~18 are the most recent and a 

very edifying addition to the treasure of verses we have committed to memory over the years. 

Our treasury fund of $185 was sent to the Barnabas Center.  We are still collecting pennies and have been 

successful in getting quite a few accumulated.  We will decide where the final total will help the most. 

We are in the study book Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World and enjoy the lessons and the things we are 

learning. 

The group prays for the needs of the church, the community, the Missionaries and the world. 

 

 

 

Interview with 
Tara Boyer 

                     By Shirley Wilson 

 
Tara Boyer, daughter of Mark and Annette Boyer, is 

our young person highlight in this issue of the Pew 

Mouse.  Tara grew up in the Hanna City 

Presbyterian Church and attends today with her 

family and fiancée, Jake Behrens.  She and Jake have a mutual interest in music and have shared 

their talent by singing during worship services. 

 

Tara spends time teaching music at West Limestone Walters and also works at OSF in the 

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, a job that can bring her much joy and some sorrow as she helps 

care for these infants.  She will also be coaching 13 and Under Club Volleyball at Limestone 

Walters.  Because of her very busy schedule she is undecided about continuing formal schooling. 

Her goal is to have a good marriage and to bring up her children as she has been raised. 

 

Tara's favorite Scripture verse is a part of Revelation 4:8. "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God 

Almighty who was and is and is to come." 

 

When asked how we could pray for her, Tara replied, "Aside from my job, pray for planning a 

wedding on September 7th.  I never knew there were so many details to take care of!" 
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Fellowship In Christ 
Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,  

not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another… 

 

 

    

              
 

On March 23
rd

, Stephen Winterroth and Elizabeth 

Ketner were wed in Austin, TX.  December 30
th

, 

the congregation got to meet Elizabeth in a 

luncheon following Sunday services.  Our heartfelt 

congratulations go out to the couple! 

Missionary Society 
Winter Tea 

 

On January 15
th

 the Missionary 

Society hosted the 2013 Winter 

Tea.   

 

Guest speaker was Peggy 

Stuckey, who serves with her 

husband, Randy, at the Black 

Forest Academy in Germany.   

 

Peggy is an accomplished 

violinist and filled the sanctuary 

with beautiful praise music—in 

addition to taking many requests 

from the audience.  This event 

raised $475 in support of the 

Stuckey’s mission work at Black 

Forest Academy. 

 

TTAACCOO  SSUUNNDDAAYY!!  
  

AAbboouutt  8855  ppeeooppllee  ggaatthheerreedd  iinn  

tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  bbaasseemmeenntt  aafftteerr  

sseerrvviicceess  oonn  SSuunnddaayy,,  FFeebb  2244,,    

ttoo  bbrreeaakk  ““bbrreeaadd””  iinn  HHCCPPCC’’ss  

33
rrdd

  TTaaccoo  SSuunnddaayy..      

  

LLooookkiinngg  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  tthhee  44
tthh  

!!  
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The February 16
th
 annual Sweets for the 

Sweets soup supper was another great 

success!  The church basement was 

transformed into a ballroom and was the 

perfect setting for a lovely dinner, games  

and fun. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     Sweets for the Sweet 

              Valentine Ball 
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“God’s Transforming Power” 
Women of Worth Retreat, March 2, 2013 

 

  

 
 

 

Denise Bailey, Women’s Pregnancy Center Director, interwove scripture with her 

personal journey, demonstrating God’s awesome transforming power.  The morning 

started with a continental breakfast, and Shirley Kellstadt created a delicious lunch.  

“Sister Acts” entertained the group with performances from some of our—well—sisters!    

 

The 2013 W.O.W. retreat was a day set aside to dwell in the Lord. 
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Dish:  Southern Oven "Fried" Chicken  Serves:  4 

 
 1/2 cup fat-free buttermilk 

 2-3 drops hot red pepper sauce 

 1/2 cup cornflakes, crushed 

 3 tablespoons all-purpose flour 

 1/4 teaspoon salt 

 2 pounds chicken parts, skinned 

 4 teaspoons canola oil 

 

 

1. Preheat the oven to 400 degrees; spray a large baking sheet with nonstick cooking spray.   

2. In a large shallow bowl, combine the buttermilk and the pepper sauce.  On a sheet of wax paper, 

combine the cornflake crumbs, flour, salt and pepper.   

3. Dip the chicken in the buttermilk, then dredge in the cornflake mixture, coating completely.  

Place the chicken on the baking sheet; drizzle with the oil.   

4. Bake 30 minutes; turn the chicken over.  Bake until cooked through, 15-20 minutes longer. 

 

Nutritional information per serving: 229 calories, 10g. Total Fat, 2g Saturated Fat, 64 mg. Cholesterol, 

295 mg Sodium.  11g Total Carbohydrate, 0g Dietary Fiber, 23 g Protein,  49 mg Calcium. WW 

Points per serving 5. 

 

Dish:  Orange Turkey Stir-Fry   Serves:  4 

 
 3/4 cup orange juice 

 1/4 cup orange marmalade 

 3 tablespoon light Soy Sauce 

 2 tablespoon cornstarch 

 1/8 teaspoon ginger 

 1 pound turkey tenderloin, cut in 1" strips 

 1/4 cup all purpose flour 

 2 teaspoon cooking oil 

 4 green onions, cut in 1" pieces 

 1/2 cup coarsely chopped green pepper 

 1 seedless orange, peeled, slice pieces in 

half 

 

1. In a small bowl, combine first five ingredients and set aside. 

2. Dredge turkey in flour, shake off excess.  In 10" skillet, heat oil over medium heat.  Cook turkey 

in batches until lightly browned and tender.  Remove and keep warm.   

3. Add onions and green pepper to the skillet; cook and stir for one minute.  Stir in orange juice 

mixture.  Bring to boil and simmer for three minutes.   

4. Add turkey and orange sections.  Heat through.  Serve over rice if desired.   

  

Nutritional information per serving (calculated without the rice):  Calories:  289, Saturated  fat:  1 gm, 

Cholesterol:  54 mg, Sodium:  353 mg, Carbohydrates:  35 gm, Protein:  30 gm 

 

 

Taste of  
HCPC 

 



The Pew Mouse    10 

 

 
                                                           

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Memory Verse 
 

Micah 6:8   He has shown you, 

oh man, what is good; and what 

does the Lord require of you but 

to do justice, and to love 

kindness, and to walk humbly 

with your God? 
 

The Pew Mouse Team 

 
Sandy Foster 

Erin Turbett 

Shirley Wilson 
 

Contact: 

pewmouseeditor@gmail.com 

 


